
Dear   Bear, 
 
The   trip   on   the   Felucca   was   a   wonderful,   with   many   interesting   stops   and 

surprises.   The   tour   guide   knew   so   much   about   the   different   temples,   monuments,   and 
pyramids   that   we   admired.   The   only   bad   part   was   when   I   got   sea   sick   because   Alice 
was   shaking   and   rocking   the   boat.   But      she   fell   in   the   cold   water   and   the   poor   tour   guide 
had   to   drag   her   out   so   it   was   okay!   Anyway,   I   have   two   favorite   ancient   buildings   that 
I’ve   enjoyed   the   most   and   here   they   are.  

The   Great   Pyramid   of   Giza   was   the   first   stop   we   made   and   it   was   a   great 
experience.   It   sat   in   a   complex   of   other   temples,   monuments,   and   other   tombs.   It   was 

made   up   of   over   2   million   blocks   and   the   pharaoh   Khufu 
was   the   great   ruler   who   built   it.   The   king’s   chamber   had   six 
roofs   to   hold   up   the   blocks   above   it.   It   was   built   in   the   Old 
Kingdom   age   from   about   2551   to   2528   B.C.E..   It   was   one   of 
the   great   wonders   of   the   ancient   world.   It   took   more   than   20 
years   to   complete   and   no   one   knows   how   they   really   knows 
how   they   built   it.   Khufu   maintained   full   control   over   the 

project   and   he   organized   and   fed   thousands   of   worker.   He   was   also   an   amazing   ruler. 
He   helped   establish   the   pharaoh   as   central   authority   and   he   kept   a   strict   control   of 
Egypt’s   food   supply.   Khufu   even   declared   himself   a   god. 

The   second   monument   that   I   visited   was   stunning.      It   was   the   great   temple   at 
Dayr   al-Bahri   that   was   made   by   Hatshepsut.   Hatshepsut 
was   the   first   women   to   be   pharaoh   who   ruled   from   about 
1473   to   1458   B.C.E..   She   demanded   the   same   respect   as 
any   male   ruler   and   she   encouraged   trade.   Sometimes   she 
wore   men’s   clothing   and   even   a   fake   beard.   In   art,   she   was 
portrayed   as   a   man.   During   her   reign,   she   built   the   great 
temple   at   Dayr   al-Bahri   which   was   built   into   a   cliff   above   the 
Nile   River.   Two,   tall,   thin   obelisks   stood   at   the   entrance. 
Two-hundred   sphinx   statues   graced   the   entrance   as   well.   Carvings   and   scenes   from 
Hatshepsut’s   reign   decorated   the   walls.   The   monument   was   truly   stunning.  

All   in   all,   the   trip   was   wonderful.   Hatshepsut   and   Khufu   were   one   of   a   kind   and 
they   gave   everyone   great   monuments   to   enjoy   thousands   of   years   after   their   passing. 
Hopefully   you   can   come   visit   them   soon.   Without   a   doubt,   this   trip   was   worth   the   jet   lag. 
When   I   get   home   I'll   be   very   ready   to   play   fetch   with   you.  

 
Your   friend, 

 
 

Summer   Doyle 


